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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. [3 This communication is responsive to Jun 21, 2004 . 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 2-6.9 and 10 . 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Application/Control Number: 09/803,551 
Art Unit: 2646 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's response filed on June 21 , 2004. 
Claims 2-6, 9-10 pending in the present application. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: : 

This invention relates to a circuit to provide a stable indication suitable for use in 
half-duplex communication in a speakerphone having a line input and a mircrophone 
input , and to a method for comparing a first signal on the microphone and a second 
seignal on the line input to determine whether to transmit or receive. Claim 9 identifies 
the uniquely distinct feature of the method comprising the steps of: (a) comparing the 
signals to each other and to at least one threshold to produce a binary representation of 
the comparisons; (b) converting a pluarlity of binary representations into a first count; 
and (c) comparing the first count to at least one count threshold to indicate whether to 
transmit or receive. As such, claim 9 requires converting a pluarlity of binary 
representations into a first count; and comparing the first count to at least one count 
threshold to indicate whether to transmit or receive . While the closest priro art, Arbel 
[US 4,879,745], McCaslin et al [US 5,764,753] and Kurokawa et al [US 5,535,433 ] each 
teach about whether to transmit or receive, Arbel making analog comparisons and using 
a control state machine, McCaslin et al using the absolute value of a receive signal in 
conjuction with a counter, and Kurokawa et al using a logic control circuit; none of them 
show or suggest to utilize converting a pluarlity of binary representations into a first 
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count; and comparing the first count to at least one count threshold to indicate whether 
to transmit or receive. As such, the prior art, either singularly or in combination, fail to 
anticipate or render the above limitation obvious. Therefore, claim 9 is allowable. 
Claims 2-6 and 10 are allowable due to dependence from claim 9. 

3. The claims have been re-numbered as follows: 

CLAIMS NUMBER (ORIGINAL) CLAIMS NUMBER (FINAL) 

9 1 
2-6 2-6 

10 7 



Claim no. 9 along with figure number 2 will be published in the Official 



Gazette. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7529. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571 ) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




